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Last wag k tha subject of the Co-operative Movement was dealt 
with at length rith special reference to Credit Societies. The fact that 
the Catholic Rural Movement is interested in the formation of Credit * 


Seal eties. wa a o m pha si so 1 . 

7 hiu weak we continue much its th> wu? theme with our -roo-to-ifit 

falling roughly into two equal sections. 'The first deals wi 5 a 
•co— ope rati or. In farming in Britain and on the Continent. The seco-n half 
refers to ;n e\ tremaly interesting took published a few years ago sat still 
forth resdi r.j„ 
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found is; the lack of a ore .US systru, '.lost .ar.^ers in ..upland an:! .ales 
nr j srar.ll aen, two- ;hi tj.s of them a..eratiri 0 no 1 sings of less than 100 acre 
If production is to bo substantially ine roused it is mainly so thaw -vs mu a 
lock, and it is they who most need credit and wao oax* .onefit most from 
cooperation. 

Many Continental peasant w own their o.vn land, and they have to 
find the fi.ted and working capital c 'or current operations as well .3 for 
new developments. Those who administer the agricultural credit sy starts 



ara concerned not so much with profit a3 tha use of their funaa 
farmers to increase production and improve efficiency. They are able to 
concentrate on the highly technical requirements of the industry, they 
becoae expert in assessing the soundness or otherwise of proposals for 
loans, and get to know the capability and reliability of the individual 
farmer. 

There is a fundamental difference between the approach of the 
agricultural credit organization and that of a bank. Banks are and must 
be primarily commercial concerns operating for profit, however sympathetic 
the bank manager may be to tha needs of his clients. The considerations 
must Da whether the applicant is credit -worthy , whether there in adequate 
security, atm whether the proposal offers an advantageous way for the r;*r.-c 
to employ its fund 3. 

It is not true that the British farmer it rso~e rsai at ant than 
tha Continental farmer to the practice of cooperation. In ao country in 
tha world is the habit more widely and deeply ingrained than in --.a -pi and of 
icing things by voluntary cooperation through committees ana groups 
constituted to achieve some special purpose. In fact, tha individualist 
characteristics of the British farmer are more or less common to farmers 
all over the world. 

Id the Danes have evolved an admirable system of coo iteration it 
is largely because, when threatened with national economic disaster, they 
had the wisdom to see that it contained the secret of their survival as a 
people. They have created the highly organized system under which every 
Danish farmer, if he is to survive economically, must be a member of 
several cooperative societies, each of which specializes in soma form of 


service 


In Holland necessity also made fanners cooperate, and 
agriculture was in urgent need of capital, but offered little attraction 
for investment; so a scheme was started for farmers themselves to 
/Contribute what they could, first to a local and than to a central fund, 
from which loans could be made to individual members of the grou . From 
small beginnings a vast structure has been built, and the credit scheme 
secame the principal fertilizing agency of Dutch agriculture. It 
developed without assistance from the banks or the Gove rn merit > 

There have been similar developments in Germany, Belgium rand 
Italy, each illustrating the benefit to the farmer and the a g-ri cultural 
industry as a whole of concerted action both in the provision of services a 
of credit. In France the Government was largely responsible -’or launching 
the credit scheme, but as t3'T>« has zone -r the >ro port! on of tan total 
funis provided from the agricultural industry itself rms risen , voile t 
'■or-! the bank of France has iiair.iahei. 

Hare, broadly shaking, is sac iifforenco -ot vo»n the 
ao ;■ ortitive movements it Britain and t:' ;o..t other oiddri -..a. ittu.*. .. 

■o comprehensive scheme of agricultural credit, ’’ho other count ri »a h.r/j. 
aid it is the source from vhich energy !.:■ , • ted i-.to the jee ■■■> r ti vo 

movement and through it into agriculture. 

As was pointed out last week Australia sally needs an extension 
of agricultural credit facilities. The current prosperity of farmers in 
general in no way invalidates that need. If anything, it •dll prove of 
great benefit to any moves designed to form cooperatives and credit unions. 


As indicated earlier the latter portion of this broadcast deali 


with a book. 

Tears ago someone said to ma: 'You must read ‘Paddy the 

Cope ' . " 


It sounded a rather intriguing title, and one that sticks 

easily -u the memory. do, when a friend asked me last week whether I'd 
like to read "Paddy the Co,. a" ^ofore he returned it to the Horary I 'rabbi 

it without further ado. 

‘’Paddy the Cope" is the autobiography of one Patrick Gallagher 
an Irishman of considerable ohann and ability. 

The word "elope" is an abbreviation of the word ’oo-o.^r tiva" , 
and .’at rick Gallagher's story centres around the formation and subsequent 

rowta of . cooperative. 
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Patrick Gallagher faint;? on auaoiuy . icture of shat , outhfal 


oriel of hi a* Despite xtc poverty, there .van great h ... 
faith, and much singing and dancing ana story-telling in 
airnoal - a gathering together of all fasailins in one or 


pin e os and greater 
trie ax -;utly 
other of the 


district home -a . 


-ivory year during the summer the young people .vent off to sac’* 
■lark in better district^, or even across to Scotland. 

It is in Scotland that young Patrick first encountered the 
co-operative movement. The gorra of an idea sown then -was destined to 


hava momentous results for the inhabitants of Claendra and neighbouring 
toms. 

This is a homely story with a uniquely genuine quality about it 
.'hen Paddy decides to form a local cooperative, he runs into all sorts of 
difficulties and problems. He becomes an object of hate and suspifcion on 
the part of those who have a vested interest in che existing status guo. 
a it avan lands in gaol on i trumpQd-up charge. ; ’ron: i ta tiny beginnings 
and battling against tremendous odds, the cooperative gradually ve a thorn 
the storms, with the pugnacious, avar-rssouroef ul Paddy at its halm. 

There is a fleeting glimpse of the conditions prevailing during 
the extremely difficult postwar years, with oiooti fi oiug freely. mt 
through it all Paddy pushes fees oelovah 'cope , fo.ntarin,., ml ’.milling it, 
mcouruging local industry, tuicing trips to 50 1 land, m _.ian ! , ••ir.d .Vas-ica 
to develop- trade rune, open ip .markets for their local •-o.iucto. 

It all adds i • to a rather re mrkuoiv story, /:.* i ch. go a -a ■ Ion.; 
•;jy to transforming oiii? ij hz* x‘'?n | -o%T x $jL‘t>y •*- 3 tf x’iojc^i : x x tf x JL rj o i* n z* o't X i*- * X.\ ju» .• 


t stronger , hot 3 ...... : i j a.;'; •' . iu.i-i itrious >it;y 

It is a story . 3-1 vorth reading ni if uiycn-* . + f era to 
you . copy of ' Paduy the Co y Patrick iaiiugher ;c< 11 »i let- to gr - 

it with bo oh hands. 

Those of Irish ia .cunt will not, bo abl > to resist the vivid 
descriptions of people and places. Others vill still find the factual 
story of an experiment in cooperation something to inspire them. 

One point cannot be stressed too much. It is th,t the ./all 
rounded, long ostaolished principles of the cooper; tiva movement still hoi 
good, and are just as applicable to the Australian scone as any other. 
Australian country people should be in the forefront of any move to extend 
the spirit of co-operation in ovary possible direction. 



